CATHOLIC UNION (DECLARATION, &c). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 27 February 1 873 -—for, 



COPIES “ of the Declaration of the Catholic Union, forwarded by the 
President to the First Lord of the Treasury, in January last 

“ f” d ’ of the ^solutions of the Roman Catholic Archbishops, and 
Bishops referred to in that Memorial, and transmitted with it.” 



DECLARATION of the Catholic Union of Ireland respecting Education. 



18 f ener ?? looked on as certain that Parliament will in the coniine- 

•he imPOrtmt 

of^hSSi^ 

deciaie once again the principles on which the coming legislation should be 
cSlies. 14 ^ mtended meet the *“• reasonable requires of 

a 0 M onKSio be “ affirmed again and again in authoritative declare- 
tions of the Catholic Hierarchy, and, m particular, in the resolutions adopted at 

August 1869 6 r b ° PS a " d Bishops of Ireknd - heId at MaynoShf in 

of ^educated Sofc by the s!gnatures of the ^gest body 

doeu“n?re“d 7 Wh "* haVe 6Ier been at ‘ aohed “> 4 Public 

The two documents referred to are appended. The princinles emhod;»d ■ 
them are unchanged and unchangeable. principles embodied in 

On behalf of the Council of the Catholic Union of Ireland. 



8 January 1873. (signed) Granard, 

President. 



Enclosure, No. 1 . 

RESOLUTIONS adopted by the Rom^Catb .olio Arohrishors and Btsnors 
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DECLARATION OF THE CATHOLIC UNION 



and morals of Catholic youth ; and they declare that to Catholics only, and under the 
supreme control of the Church in all things appertaining to faith and morals, can the 
teaching of Catholics be safely entrusted. Fully relying on the love which the Catholics 
of Ireland have ever cherished for their native faith, and on the filial obedience they have 
uniformly manifested towards their pastors, the Bishops call upon the clergy and the laity 
of their respective flocks to oppose, by every constitutional means, the extension or per- 
petuation of the mixed system, whether by the creation of new institutions, by the main- 
tenance of old ones, or by changing Trinity College, Dublin, into a mixed College. 

II. At the same time, they recognise the right, as well as the duty of Catholic parents, 
to procure as far as possible for their children the advantages of a good secular education. 
Justice demands that Catholic youth should enjoy endowments and all other privileges on 
terms of perfect equality with the youth of other persuasions; without which equality, in 
the matter of education, religious equality cannot be said to have any real existence. 

III. The Bishops, without any wish to interfere with the rights of persons of a different 
denomination, demand for Catholics a Catholic education, which alone is consonant' to their 
religious principles. 

IV. The assembled Prelates, learning with pleasure that it is the intention of Her 
Majesty’s present advisers to legislate for Ireland in accordance with the wishes of its 
people, and of this they have given good earnest, trust that the distinguished Statesman 
now at the head of the Government will, with the aid of his able colleagues, give to Irish 
Catholics a complete system of secular education based upon religion ; for it alone can be 
in keeping with the feelings and requirements of the vast majority of the nation. 

V. As regards higher education, since the Protestants of this country have had a Pro- 
testant University for 300 years, and have it still, the Catholic people of Ireland clearly 
have a right to a Catholic University. 

VI. But should Her Majesty’s Government be unwilling to increase the number of 
universities in this country, the Bishops declare that religious equality cannot be realised 
unless the degrees, endowments, and other privileges enjoyed by their fellow subjects of 
a different religion, be placed within the reach of Catholics in the fullest sense of equality. 
The injustice of denying to them a participation in those advantages, except at the cost 
of principle and conscience, is aggravated by the consideration, that, whilst they contribute 
their share to the public funds for the support of educational institutions from which con- 
science warns them away, they have moreover to tax themselves for the education 
of their children in their own colleges and university. 

VII. Should it please Her Majesty’s Government, therefore, to remove the many griev- 
ances to which Catholics are subjected by existing university arrangements, and to establish 
one National University in this kingdom for examining candidates aud conferring degrees, 
the Catholic people of Ireland are entitled injustice to demand that in such university, or 
annexed to it, — 

(a) They shall have a distinct college, conducted upon purely Catholic principles, and 
at the same time fully participating in the privileges enjoyed by other colleges of what- 
soever denomination or character. 

tb.) That the university honours and emoluments be accessible to Catholics equally 
with their Protestant fellow-subjects. 

(c.) That the examinations and all other details of university arrangement be free 
from every influence hostile to the religious sentiments of Catholics, and that with this 
view the Catholic element be adequately represented upon the Senate, or other supreme 
university body, by persons enjoying the confidence of the Catholic Bishops, priests, and 
people of Ireland. 

VIII. The Bishops also declare, that the Catholics of Ireland are justly entitled to their 
due proportion of the public funds hitherto set apart for education in the Royal and other 
Endowed Schools. 

IX. The Bishops furthermore declare that a settlement of the university question, to 
be complete, and, at the same time, in accordance with the wishes of the Catholic people 
of Ireland, must include the re-arrangement of the Queen’s Colleges on the Denomina- 
tional principle. 

X. Finally, the Bishops of Ireland, deeply sympathising with the sufferings of their 
faithful flocks, believe that the settlement of the land question is essential to the peace and 
welfare of the United Kingdom. They recognise the rights and the duties of landlords. 
They claim, in the same spirit, the rights as they recognise the duties of tenants. They 
believe that the comparative destitution, the chronic discontent, and the depressing dis- 
couragement of the people of Ireland, are, at this period of her history, to be attributed 
more to the want of a settlement of this question on fair and equitable principles than to 
any other cause. Therefore, in the interests of all classes, they earnestly hope that the 
responsible advisers of the Crown will take this most important subject into immediate 

consideration. 
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OF IRELAND RESPECTING EDUCATION, &c. 3 

consideration; and propose to Parliament such measures as may restore confidence 
h^pfntL md ' 1 y ’ mCrea3<i ” i ‘ tl0 ° il1 We “ UI '' a “ d leatI t0 E“ ml " nion > contentment, and 
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Paul Card. Cullen, Chairman. 
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